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ANZAC DAY AMENDMENT BILL 2005 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 29 June. 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Roe) [12.46 pm]:  The opposition wholeheartedly supports this bill, which will update the 
ANZAC Day Act 1960.  It will enshrine the original acronym ANZAC by removing obsolete provisions and by 
transferring the act from the portfolio of the Treasurer to that of the Premier.  In a small but necessary way, the 
bill will strengthen Anzac Day.  Sadly, we are debating this bill in the same week as the passing of Evan Allan, 
who was a naval rating and the last Australian to see active service in World War I.  He again put his life on the 
line during World War II.  His marvellous generation is gone, but the significance of Anzac Day grows ever 
stronger.   

Anzac Day brings Australians together in a profound expression of gratitude to those who risked or lost their 
health and lives to protect Australia and our shared democratic culture.  It is a time when we honour the values 
of self-sacrifice, mateship and down-to-earth patriotism.  It is a time when we feel deeply proud to be Australian.  
As Western Australians, we have an added connection to the original ANZACs when we remember that they 
departed Australia from Albany, the same place that later hosted the first Anzac Day commemoration.  It is very 
hard not to be moved while standing on the slopes of Mt Clarence, looking out across King George Sound and 
recalling that that profoundly beautiful landscape was the last sight of Australia for so many young men.   

Anzac Day is a time when we should forget our differences in thanksgiving to earlier generations.  However, that 
has not always been so.  In 1958, Western Australian-born author Alan Seymour wrote the play The One Day of 
the Year about Anzac Day and intergenerational conflict.  That aspect of the play is now a historical curiosity.  
As a nation we have moved on and we can unite in respect and sympathy for our past servicemen and women, 
even when disagreeing on the injustices of past conflicts.  It is interesting to reflect that nearly 25 years ago, the 
film Gallipoli and the miniseries 1915 captured the Anzac spirit of casual and poignant self-sacrifice, while 
suggesting that the loss of life was futile.  A few years later, however, the miniseries ANZAC and the film The 
Lighthorsemen presented us with a more balanced and positive view of our past.  The resourcefulness and 
effective courage of the First Australian and Imperial Force played a major role in achieving allied victory in 
1918.  The actions of the AIF 15th Brigade at Villers-Bretonneux and the charge of Beersheeba are as much a 
part of the Anzac story as is Gallipoli.  I thank the Premier for quoting the historian Sir John Keegan in his 
assessment of the Australian dash and individualism that was combined with an intense spirit of comradeship.  
As another military historian Victor Hanson noted, there is nothing more formidable than a democratic nation 
that is determined to defend its freedom without glorifying war.  I for one do not subscribe to the myth that the 
original ANZACs were sacrificed in somebody else’s war.  For all their faults, the World War I allies were 
democracies opposing an aggressive and uncompromising militarism whose victory would have impoverished 
and diminished Australia.  It is tragic that so many lives were lost, sometimes through blundering tactics.  
However, it is false to say that they died in vain.  Anzac Day must be a reminder that even if we have banished 
the evil of war from the world, we must still be prepared to act together in defence of Australia and our tolerant 
and democratic values, whether at home or overseas.  We must continue to thank our parents’ and grandparents’ 
generations and the World War I generation, whom we no longer know but whom we must not forget.   

I am pleased that earlier the Premier reminded the house of the record of Western Australian winners of the 
Victoria Cross, as he has done previously.  Equally, it is important to recall the thousands of soldiers behind the 
lines or on the home front, whose lives were dedicated to the survival of Australia.  The Liberal Party supports 
this bill and all endeavours to strengthen Anzac Day and to educate more young Western Australians about its 
significance.   

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
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